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AUTHOR’S NOTE

The events surrounding Operation Anthropoid, the assassination of
Reinhard Heydrich in Prague in 1942, are among the most remarkable acts of
resistance carried out during the Second World War.

The historical record documents the bravery of the Czech and Slovak
operatives who executed the mission, as well as the tragic aftermath that followed.
The attack on Heydrich triggered brutal reprisals by the Nazi regime, including
the destruction of entire villages and the execution of hundreds of civilians.

The story told in this novel grows from that real historical foundation.

The names, places, and many events related to the occupation of Prague, the
structure of the Nazi administration in Bohemia and Moravia, and the resistance
movement operating in Czechoslovakia are based on historical sources.

However, the central narrative of this book, the life of Rachel Cervena and
the secret that connects her to the events surrounding Operation Anthropoid,
is a work of fiction.

Rachel represents the many individuals whose contributions to resistance
movements were never formally recorded. In every occupied country of Europe,
countless ordinary people participated in acts of courage that history later
reduced to footnotes or silence.

Their stories rarely survived.

This novel imagines what one of those hidden stories might have
looked like.

Prague itself plays an essential role in the narrative. Few cities in Europe
carry such a visible layering of history; medieval streets, imperial architecture,
wartime scars, and the memory of both tyranny and resistance.

Walking through Prague today still feels like walking through a living
archive.

In that sense, the city is not merely the setting of this story.
It is one of its characters.

SHADOWS OF 1942 is, above all, a story about memory, about the fragile
line between what history records and what it forgets.

And about the quiet courage of those who chose to act even when they
knew their names might never be remembered.






PROLOGUE

Prague
Night
March 2018

The man had waited more than seventy years for this moment.
The café was closed.

Outside, a thin mist drifted through the narrow streets of Prague’s Old
Town, softening the glow of the streetlamps and muffling the distant sound of
passing cars. The city had grown quieter over the decades, but it had never truly
slept. Somewhere beyond the rooftops the Vltava moved through the darkness,
carrying the reflections of towers and bridges that had watched centuries rise
and fall along its banks.

Inside the café, Tomas Benes sat alone.

The room still smelled faintly of coffee and old wood. The tables had
been wiped clean hours earlier; their surfaces reflecting the dim yellow light
hanging from the ceiling. Against the far wall stood the long wooden bar where
he had spent most of his life, listening more than speaking, observing more than
reflecting.

For the people of Prague, he had been an ordinary man.
An old café owner.

A survivor of the twentieth century.

The city had known many like him.

But the drawer beside his chair contained something that separated his
life from all the others.

Tomas reached down slowly and opened it.

Inside lay a bundle of documents bound together by a thin cord that
had darkened with age. The papers were fragile now, their edges yellowed by
decades of careful concealment. Some were written in Czech. Others in German.
A few in English, typed on machines that no longer existed in a world that had
once believed the war would last forever.

He lifted the bundle gently and placed it on the table.
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He did not untie the cord.
Instead he looked toward the window.
Beyond the glass stood the towers of Prague.

Even at night the city possessed a kind of gravity that was difficult to
explain to those who had never walked its streets. The Old Town carried its
past openly. Every stone seemed to remember something. Every bridge and
cathedral and alleyway preserved traces of lives that had unfolded beneath
them.

Tomas had lived long enough to understand that history never truly
disappears

It simply waited.

He untied the cord.

The first document was a letter written in careful Czech handwriting.
Adolf Opalka.

Tomas closed his eyes briefly.

He had not spoken that name aloud in decades.

The official history of the war had recorded what happened after the attack
on Reinhard Heydrich. It had described the bravery of the men who carried out
the assassination, the brutal reprisals that followed, and the terrible cost paid
by the people of Czechoslovakia.

But history had never recorded everything.

It had never mentioned the young woman who moved quietly through the
corridors of Heydrich’s residence, memorizing the rhythms of a household that
belonged to one of the most powerful men in Nazi Europe.

It had never recorded the night when that man crossed a boundary that
even the violence of war could not justify.

And it had never recorded the child who was born months later, a child
whose existence had been hidden so carefully that even the passing of decades
had almost erased the truth.

Tomas looked again at the letter.
Soon someone else would have to read it.
The secret had survived the collapse of the Third Reich.

It had survived the rise of the Communist regime that followed.

I X1



SHADOWS OF 1942

It had crossed an ocean and taken root on another continent.
But time was finally winning its quiet war against memory.
Tomas Benes was ninety-four years old.

His hands trembled slightly as he placed the documents back into the
drawer.

Somewhere far away, in a mountain town in Brazil, a man named Jorge
Benes was living a life that had been shaped by decisions made long before he
was born.

It was a life built on silence.
Soon that silence would end.
Outside, the mist drifted slowly across the Charles Bridge.

The statues stood motionless above the river, as they had during empires,
revolutions, and wars.

Prague had witnessed many secrets in its long history.
But the secret born in the spring of 1942 had waited longer than most.

And now the city was ready to give it back.
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